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WMmGTON - hh key oacial for 
/ cleanup of nuclear waste at the former 

Lake Ontario Orhaace Works said yes. 
Brday that the contaminated maQria1 
could be stored permanently there, and 
need not be moved. 

"The consensus of those dealing with 
it is that the (ccmrtarnhated) material 

" 8  stay right Charles G. Miller 
of Bechtel NaGonal, Ine. told a coder- 
enee here on low-level nuclear waste 
cleanup. Bechtel has a conkact with 
the U.S. De adment of Energy for an P sho&-krm c eanup program at the site. 

The comment comes as the linal 
touches are bebg put on the draft envi- 
ronmental impact statement that will 
help i d e n ~ y  a permanent sduGon for 
diswsai! of what Miller estimates is 
18,W cubic yards of contaminated 
material at the site h Lwiston. 

Aceording to Fra& Coffman, BiPec. 
tor of the energy departmeat's Oace of 
Terminal Waste Dbwsal and Remedial 
Acuon, the dra& envk~nmental im act 
stakment, which is bemg prepare 8 by 

1 Argome National Laboratow, is circu- 
l a b  at the Energy Depal-tment and I cod ~f be released momentarily, but 

I eanup o 
probabIy will be made public inJune or 
July. 
h his remarks to the group, Miller 

appeared to suggest that the preferred 
altemaGve for &spsal was to keep the 
material at the site. But in an hterview 
later, he refused to confirm w h e ~ e r  
this would be the position of the draft 
statement, though he acknowledged 
bowing what is in that report. 

Instead, Miller stressed that he was 
only giving the t e e u e a l  viewpoht and 
said that economic, social and other 
factors have to be taken hto consider- 
ation before a final decision is made. 

"The engheedg  solution is that it 
(contaminated material) can stay 
there," he said. 

One alternative that apparently has 
been discarded is t 
regional nuclear waste dump. This pos- 
sibility had been raised in 1982. 

"There is no consideration being 
given to (a regional dump) anymore," 
said John Baublih, & e c h  of remedial 
action programs for the energy depart. 
meat, who also spoke at the coderence. 

Right sow, Bechtel is in the midae of 
a temporary cleanup program intended 
to concentrate all the nuclear waste 

II 
within a dike at the site where it will be 
sealed w i m  several la ers of material 
including clay, which sgould protect it 
for at least 25 ears. 

Miller s a d  &e estimate for this work 
is $29.5 million through the 1985 con- 
shct ion season. Ultimately, he said, 
the work m@t cost another $2 million. 

This ear, he said, Elechtel expects to 
spend h.5 million to $3 million of this 
total, primar* to complete cleanup 
work on the central ditch that runs 
&ough the waste site and to transport 
4,OEU) cubic yards of waste from a 169- 
f y t  high water tower to the con- 
tarnment area. 

Begianing in mid to late June the 
material in the water tower will be 
moved by a slurry b e ,  a rocess in 
which the claplike waste w d b e  mixed 
with water and Bushed through a ipe 
to the storage area. &r the was& is 
removed, Miuer said the tower will be 
destroyed and the mbble also placed in 
the eontahment area. 

Miuer said he hasn't previously used 
a slmry line on tiny project he's super- 
vised. But he said other Bechtel exec- 
uGves who have assure him that it's a 
"piece of cake." 
"'I sa ! 'yes, but we got a funny frost- 

ing on %s cake,"' be said. 
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